
 On December 9, volunteers from the 

Autism Alliance of Greater Kansas City once 

again brought holiday cheer to share with the 

students and participants at Sherwood Center. 

For the last two years, this incredible group has 

arrived on our campus loaded with presents.  

The Alliance volunteers take this project to 

heart.  They make every child and adult partici-

pant feel special, taking time to talk with them 

and help them open their gifts. 

  

 Robin Russell, President and Founder of the Alliance, who coordinated 

the project at Sherwood Center, says the Alliance looks forward to this annual 

event as much as the individuals and staff do.  “This year we shopped for specific 

items for each person that matched items on their wish list.”  The  

Alliance purchased pizza and drinks for everyone and Olivia’s Oven donated 

cookies.   “We are truly blessed by being allowed to be a part of this special day 

and to share the joy of the holiday season in the 

smiles and laughter of the students and adults!  

The people at Sherwood Center hold a special 

place in my heart.” 

  

 The Alliance sent each staff member 

home with a dozen cookies.  Ms. Russell stated 

“We wanted each teacher and staff member to 

have something to take home as well.  These in-

dividuals work extremely hard every day in as-

sisting these wonderful student and adults.  We 

wanted to show our appreciation to them.” 
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In December The Vintage Car Rally Association (VCRA) came to Sherwood Center and presented 

the special education program with a check for 

$10,000.  The gift will be used to remodel and re-

furnish the sensory room, which is utilized by all 

students in the special education program to  

promote relaxation and sensory stimulation. 

 

Rex Gardner, founder of VCRA, started the  

organization six years ago because of his love for 

vintage cars and his grandson, Justyce. 

 

ñBecause of our personal connection with autism 

(my grandson Justyce Gardner is autistic), two of 

my old rally buddies and I decided it would be a 

good idea to hold an old car rally and donate all 

the proceeds to an autism awareness program.  

We just wanted to make some kind of contribution so more folks would, perhaps, understand the  

affect autism has on the individual as well as the entire family.ò 

 

In previous years VCRA donated funds to national organizations like Autism Society of America and 

Autism Speaks.  This year, VCRA decided to donate funds to specific organizations.   

 

ñWe, the VCRA and our supporting sponsors, can actually see the funds at work providing the tools 

and support programs so desperately needed to help these kids now in hopes of improving the future 

for them and their families.ò 

 

 

Once the sensory room remodel is complete a plaque will be placed 

outside the door honoring Justyce Gardner.  Justyce gave his word to 

staff members at Sherwood Center that he would come see the room  

once everything was finished. 

 

Six years ago Rex Gardner and the VCRA set out to make a difference 

in the lives of individuals affected by autism and related developmental  

disabilities.  Today, their kind hearts and generosity are making a  

difference in the lives of our students at Sherwood Center.  They are 

giving us the opportunity to ensure Sherwood Center is able to provide 

our students with the support they need and  

deserve. 

 

Our hats are off to Rex Gardner and all the donors and supporters of the 

VCRA.  We are  forever grateful for their generous support. 
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Itõs A Race To Our Senses! 
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Thanks to  several generous donations Sherwood Center was able 

to open a game room on the West Wing of the building.  Respon-

sive Centers, located in Overland Park, Kansas, remodeled their  

building and offered to provide us with most of the items from 

their therapy room.  Currently our Game Room contains a ball pit, 

an air hockey table, a Wii gaming 

system, building blocks, dress-up 

clothes and an assortment of puzzles 

and games.  The room is available to both programs at Sherwood 

Center and is used for individuals and groups to expand leisure 

and recreational activities.  

  

In the near future we hope to view movies  in the Game Room.  

We have seen that while there is plenty to do, we might not have 

all of our individuals’ favorite options available.  We applaud Re-

sponsive Centers and the other donors who support Sherwood 

Center.  Without them this new addition would not have been pos-

sible. 

ITõs Game Time 

Schedule of Events 

 
¶ May 30 ñ Memorial Day:  Sherwood Center Closed 

 All Programs 
 

¶ June 4 ñ Annual United Way Day of Caring 
 

¶ June 8ð Last day of Special Education  
programming  

(Summer Vacation) 
 

¶ June 15 ð Special Education programming resumes. 
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Name/Board Position: Sarah Bond, Board Member 

Place of Employment/Occupation: Cerner Corporation, Online Com-

munications Senior Team Lead 

Years Served on the Board: Since June 2009 

Favorite Memory of Sherwood Center: Serving with a passionate 

group of board members who are dedicated to ensuring that Sherwood 

Center continues to provide outstanding services to the Kansas City 

community, and helps the Center plan for future successes.  
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Name/Board Position: 

Lynette Oyster, Secretary 

 

Place of Employment/

Occupation: Husch Black-

well LLP, Associate 

 

Years Served on the 

Board: Since February 

2010 

 

 

 

Favorite Memory of Sherwood Center:  

"Every moment spent with the individuals who are dedicated to the 

mission and success of the Sherwood Center." 
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Spotlight on the board 
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Board of Directors: 

 

President…………………Jason Ingram 

Vice President……….Howard Barewin 

Treasurer……………….Guy Creveling 

Secretary……………….Lynette Oyster 

 

Directors: 

Dan White, J. Dale Youngs,  

Jason Rozelle, Jim Hoelzel, Joyce 

Stokes, Sarah Bond, Stephanie  

Coleman, Sue Campbell 

 

Advisory Members: 

Kerri Reisdorff, Leigh Anne Guminger, 

Michelle Saunders 

 

Contact Staff: 

Executive Director……Debbie Wood 

Program Director…Elizabeth Cindrich 

Community Relations…Jessica Marsh 

Office Manger ……….Anita Townsend 
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Swiss re 
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For five years employees from Swiss Re have been hosting a winter festival party for the 

students and individuals in the adult program.  Each year Swiss Re brings in cookies to 

decorate, healthy snacks to munch on, group games, storytelling and Santa Claus with 

gifts for each individual.  Linda Bond, an employee of Swiss Re, has been in charge of 

organizing the event at Sherwood Center since its inception.  “We love doing the party 

because Swiss Re Kansas City employees have the opportunity to make a difference in 

the lives of the students and adults by helping them and their staff celebrate the holiday 



A huge thank you to all the donors, supporters and  
volunteers that helped make Game Night 2010 a  

great success. 
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Game Night 2010 
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Businesses: 

¶ Buca di Beppo Italian Restaurant 

¶ California Pizza Kitchen 

¶ Centerpoint Community Ice 

¶ Chili’s 

¶ Cookie Gallery 

¶ Coterie Theatre 

¶ Country Club Plaza 

¶ Crown Center 

¶ Einstein Bagels: Prairie Village 

¶ Entercom Entertainment 

¶ Fiorella’s Jack Stack Barbeque 

¶ Gates Bar-B-Q 

¶ Governor Stumpy’s 

¶ Holiday Inn: At the Plaza 

¶ IHOP Restaurant 

¶ Jackson County Parks and Recreation 

¶ Jaegers Paint Ball and Lazer Tag 

¶ Jazz, A Louisiana Kitchen 

¶ Jose Pepper’s 

¶ Kansas City Chiefs 

¶ Kansas City T-Bones 

¶ Kansas City Zoo 

¶ Kona Grill 

¶ Lew’s Grill and Bar 

¶ Negro Leagues Baseball Museum 

¶ Pampered Chef 

¶ Panera Bread 

¶ Paradise Park 

¶ Sanford & Sons Comedy Club 

¶ Silver Dollar City 

¶ Spin Neapolitan Pizza 

¶ Tanner’s Bar and Grill 

¶ The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 

¶ The Tivoli Cinemas 

¶ The Well 

¶ UMKC Athletics 

¶ Unicorn Theatre 

¶ Waldo Pizza 

Individuals & Groups:  

¶ Anita Townsend 

¶ Debbie Wood 

¶ Elizabeth Cindrich 

¶ Jessica Rushton 

¶ Lyle Roach 

¶ Sherwood Center Board of Directors 

¶ Sherwood Center Staff 

¶ Social Security Administration 

¶ Susan Sheeley 
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Thank You to all of our  

Donors, Supporters and Volunteers!  
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George & Ann Anthan 

Drew Barry 

BB's Lawnside Bar-B-Q 

Steve Boehler 

Leo & Mary Boehm 

Jennifer Brown 

Elizabeth Cindrich 

Gary & Kaye Claxton 

Phyllis J. Cox & Ava Louise Moore 

Stephanie Cummings 

Darkenwald-Potts, INC 

Dorothy Flemington 

Jeanne Hanch 

Dana Harrelson 

Jeanne Hatcher 

Heartland Combined Federal Campaign 

Katherine & Jim Hoelzel 

Stanley & Emily House 

James Ingram 

Andrew James 

Christina Juarez 

Bonnie & Thomas Kane 

George Klimt 

Lambda Gamma 

Lashelle Love 

Linda & Kenneth Lutgen 

Kenneth & Christa Lutgen 

MAJ-R Thrift 

Willa Meyer 

Miller Trust Fund 

Demetria Morrison 

J. Neill 

Phyllis Netherton Trust 

Connie Rasmussen 

Pamela Rhoten 

Rex Rice 

Charles Richart 

Reta Roe & Robert Hagg 

Mary  Sargent 

Christopher & Michelle Saunders 

Susan Sheeley 

L. Shurn 

Smitty's Pest Control 

Catherine & William Soffray 

Nan & Steven Streen 

Swiss Re 

Patrick Thomas 

Thomas & Vera Thomas 

Thomas C. Thomas M.D. 

Ella Thompson 

Gail S. Townsend 

United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta, INC 

Vintage Car Rally Association, INC 

Karen Voss 

Phyllis Pamela Wark 

Lewis Webb, L.W. Management, INC 

B. Wesley 

M. White 

Willis Cole 

Debbie Wood 

Jack & Diane Youngren 

Anthony and Patricia Zahn 
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There are several ways to help Sherwood Center 

Financial Giving 

Your financial gift to Sherwood Center, including event sponsorship, helps in many ways. Here are some examples: 

$25 will pay for one student’s community outing for one month. 

$100 will provide supplies needed for cooking lessons for one classroom for one month. 

$250 will provide supplies needed to put together vocational tasks for one classroom. 

 

Mail a donation check to: 

Sherwood Center 

7938 Chestnut Ave 

Kansas City, MO 64132 

 

 

Gently Used Items 

In-Kind donations are accepted at Sherwood Center during operating hours.  If we cannot utilize your donation on-site, we will send the 

donation to our donation center.  MAJ-R Thrift has been a supporting partner with Sherwood Center for the last 25 years. MAJ-R Thrift 

Stores offer quality clothing and household furnishings at very competitive prices.  All items designated to Sherwood Center and sold 

through MAJ-R Thrift will benefit Sherwood Center.  

http://www.maj-rthrift.com 

 

All contributions are 100% tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law and will be promptly acknowledged by Sherwood Center. 

http://www.maj-rthrift.com/about.html

